JAMES  I   1603-1625
ON the death of Elizabeth the crown passed to King James VI of Scotland, son of the unfortunate Queen Mary and great-great-grandson of Henry VIL The experience that this monarch had gained during the years that he had spent trying to control the turbulent nobles and fanatic presbyters in Scotland, had only encouraged him in the formukrion of numerous theories of government without in any way increasing his ability to deal with its practical problems. Affable, but devoid of charm, erudite but singularly obtuse, weak when he should have been firm, implacable when moderation was indicated, James, at the age of thirty-five, was remarkably unfitted for the high destiny to which he had been called. As a foreigner he found himself regarded with suspicion by his new subjects, and his personal appearance did litde to reassure them. Not only was he clumsy and weak-kneed, but his tongue was actually, as well as figuratively, an unruly member, being far too large for his mouth, which gave him a most unpleasant drooling appearance ; nor was the disgust which these physical peculiarities aroused in any way dispelled by his thick northern speech and revolting table-manners.
The new King's first action after his coronation was to call a conference at Hampton Court (1604) to deal with ecclesiastical affairs. During the latter part of
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